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The Simhachalam temple in Vishakhapatnam
district contains inscriptions of several of the later
Ganga kings, but few details regarding them survive.
Their power was on the wane. Narasimha I and two
of his successors are said to have resisted attacks
from the Muslim kings of Bengal and Delhi. The
Reddy kings of Kondavidu in Guntur district also
penetrated into this Kingdom. On the death of
Genga King Bahnudeva IV, his minister usurped the
throne and in 1434-35 founded the Gajapathi
dynasty under the title Prataoa Kapileswara with his
capita* at Cuttack. He started expanding his
dominions until they extended from the river Ganges
to the river Krishna. His whole reign was spent in
warring with the Hindu kings of Vijayanagar who
by then were powerful in the south and with the
Muslim Bahmani dynasty of the Deccan: His son
Purushottama reigned from 1469 to 1497. His
successor was Prataparudra. He is said to have
had reverses at the hands of the Vijayanagar King,
Krishna Devaraya. The latter seized Udayagiri in
Neiiore, Kondavidu, Kondapalli in Krishna, Rajah-
mundry and other fortresses and finally halted at
Simhachalam. The Simhachalam temple still contains
inscriptions recounting successes and relating how
he and his queen presented the God with a necklace
of 991 pearls and other costly gifts.

About the end of the 15th century the Bahmani
Kingdom split up into several smaller States such as
Bijapur in 1489, Ahmednagar in 1490 and Bidar in
1498. In 1512, the Kingdom of Golconda was
founded by Sultan Kutub Shah said to have been a
native of Persia. He was so successful that at the
end of a long reign, he left a territory extending
from the river Godavari to beyond the river Krishna
and from the sea to a line drawn west of Hyderabad
about the 78th degree of east longitude. In 1520,
Sultan Kutub Shah defeated the forces of the Hindu
chiefs of the Telangana at Kondapalli and there is
reason to suppose that Prataparudra, was one of the
chiefs who suffered discomfiture. In 1571, Ibrahim,
the 4th monarch of the Kutub Shahi dynasty, taking
advantage of the disturbed conditions of Orissa
made himself master of the Godavari and other
districts as far north as Srikakulam. For about 180
years since then this tract which also included the
Ichchepur area then known by the name of the
"Chicacole Circar" was controlled more or less
directly by tho Muslim authority from Hyderabad.

The principal seat of Government was at Srika-
kulam where the Faujdar or Deputy of the Subah
resided, white a Sub-Governor Or Naib resided at
Ichchapur. The revenues of the country were collec-
ted by these two Muslim officers and remitted to the
seat of Government at Hyderabad. In the year
1641 Abdullah Kutub Shah sent Sher Mohammed
Khan from Hyderabad to Srikakulam to rule over the
dependencies north of the Krishna river. Sher
Mohammed Khan during his period built a fine
mosque at Srikakulam. In 1687, the Kutub Shahi
dynasty came to an end when Aurangazeb, the
Mughal emperor, marched down to reduce the south
to obedience and had wiped out the Kingdom of
Golconda and brought the whole country under his
direct control. He appointed to the charge of it an
officer called the Subadar of the Deccan under
whom were a number of local subordinates in
control of the various smaller divisions of territory.
The five Northern Circars ot Guntur, Kondapalli,
Eluru, Rajahmundry and Srikakulam had Masulipat-
nam for their chief town and the northern most of
them, Srikakulam continued to be ruled in the same
manner as before by a Faujdar residing in that
town.

Aurangazeb died in 1707 and his death was
followed by great disorder in his southern posses-
sions. In 1724 the Subadar of the Deccan, though
still continuing nominally subject to the authority
of Delhi, made himself virtually independent and
began appointing his own officers. His first Fauj-
dar of Srikakulam was Anwar-ud-din who afterwards
became very famous in the wars of the Carnatic
and was subsequently came to be known as the
Nawab of Carnatic. His firm but kindly rule was
gratefully remembered for many years afterwards.

This Subadar of the Deccan died in 1748
whereupon the French and English took opposite
sides in the disputed succession which followed.
Eventually a French protege, Salabat Jung, secured
the post of Subadar and Bussy, the French General,
obtained from him in 1753 the four Northern Circars
(excluding Guntur) for the support of his troops.
Masulipatam and the country adjacent had been
already ceded to the French in 1750; and Bussy sent
M. Moracin, the French officer with instructions to
take possession of the new acquisitions.